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both an economic geographer and a publicist, and he treats his subject both 
from the geographical and the political points of view. His work is very 
informing. There are no elaborate discussions, for, in this excellent series of 
books on Applied Geography, space is limited. The author is therefore confined 
to a terse presentation of facts, of their bearing upon the public and private life 
of these peoples and of the interests of exterior powers that are involved in Balkan 
conditions and complications. He describes each of the Slav and non-Slav races 
as to its numbers, distribution and cultural and industrial conditions. f The second 
half of the book is devoted to a definition and brief discussion of the Servian and 
Bulgarian questions and of Turkey under its new regime. The work concludes 
with a short chapter on the attitude of the Powers towards these countries and 
another on certain tendencies of the time which seem to justify some prognostica- 
tions as to the future of southeastern Europe. It is doubtful if any other book in 
so small a compass gives an equally illuminating view of such aspects of that 
part of the world. 

The Social Life of Flatbush and manners and Customs of the 
Dutch Settlers in Kings County. By Gertrude Lefferts Van- 
derbilt. 291 pp., Illustrations and Appendix. Frederick Loeser & Co., 
Brooklyn, 1909. $1.50. 

The book was written about thirty years ago and this is a new edition. The 
volume is worth perpetuation for the light it throws on the settlement and de- 
velopment of the ancient town of Flatbush and the ways of life of its founders. 
The Rev. T. M. Strong published a history of Flatbush nearly sixty years ago, 
but the author of the present work treated the subject from a different standpoint. 
As a woman, she naturally inclined to the social side of life, and she pictured the 
early days from that point of view and adds details of the changes that time 
made among the people in their homes. A great deal that she describes was not 
peculiar to that locality and applied to the early Dutch settlers, far and wide, 
and to those who came after them. 

So she tells of the exterior and interior of the Dutch homes, the furniture, 
cooking utensils, silver and china, musical instruments and pictures, dress, wed- 
dings and funerals with many quaint quotations giving zest to the narrative. We 
learn from the bill of the funeral expenses of a certain well-to-do and respected 
citizen, after the English had partly supplanted the Dutch, that "20 gallons good 
wine, 2 gallons spirits, 14 gros long pipes, 4 lbs. tobacco and i J A dozen black silk 
handkerchiefs" were among the important items. Flatbush was long separated 
from "Breuckelen" by some miles of farm lands and virtue and good order pre- 
vailed there. There was no record of murder or homicide in the town for a 
period of 150 years. A due share of space is given to the farms and farm 
methods, domestic service and other phases of the early times. Mrs. Vanderbilt 
wrote from a full heart and with an intelligence well stored with the interesting 
history she recorded. 

Yunnan, the Link between India and the Yangtze. By Major 
H. R. Davies. xii and 431 pp., Map, 73 Illustrations, g Appendixes and 
Index. Cambridge University Press and George Putnam's Sons, New York, 
1909. $5. 

The Chinese Province of Yunnan, long almost inaccessible, is just being re- 
vealed to the Occident in geographical literature. There are still many blank 
places on its map and a wide field of research remains for specialists in all 



652 Geographical Literature and Maps. 

branches of natural science. It is gratifying to have so timely and ably written 
a book on Yunnan. A considerable part of it is a revelation of the unknown, for 
the author travelled over 5,500 miles in the country and more than half of the 
regions he visited had never been explored by white men. The book will be 
indispensable to geographers who specialize in eastern Asia and to any person 
interested in the development of this rich part of China. 

It is a record of four journeys which Major Davies made in Yunnan between 
1894 and 1900. Their purpose was to ascertain the feasibility of constructing a 
railroad between India and the Yangtse River. The studies for the suggested 
railroad were so extended that the author was able to lay out a route for the 
consideration of the British Government. He makes it perfectly clear that the 
engineering difficulties in this land of mountains will be formidable and that the 
prospects of financial success, in the near future, are doubtful. In the first three 
chapters, he discusses the project, and in one of the appendixes gives a more 
detailed description of the proposed line and of the nature and products of the 
region through which it would pass. 

The great interest of the volume, to the general reader, is the author's account 
of his travels in Yunnan and the neighbouring provinces. His narrative in- 
cludes a large amount of information concerning the various tribes of western 
China, some of whom are so shut out from the rest of the world that their head- 
men were doubtful as to the necessity of respecting even a passport from the im- 
perial authorities at Pekin ; and the country ahead was occasionally thrown into 
a state of excitement by rumours that an invading army was approaching. 

The nine appendixes enlarge upon the commercial, industrial and ethnical 
aspects of the Province; and the numerous photographs and fine map add much 
to the interest and value of this exceptional work. 

Die Kustenseen des Rigaer Meerbusens. By F. Ludwig. (Arbeiten 

des Naturforschervereins in Riga, New Fol., 11.) 197 pp., 3 Tables and 23 

Plates and Map. W. F. Hacker, Riga, 1908. 

Twenty-six lakes are considered, chiefly as to the chemical constitutents of their 

waters and mud, their plankton, colour, transparency, temperature and depth of 

the mud bed which, in places, is as much as 16 feet thick. The coloured plates 

show contours of depth and profiles and a map, 1 :2oo,ooo, illustrates the position 

of the lakes. 



Brief Mention. 

The Stereograph and Stereoscope. With Special Maps and Books forming a 
Travel System. By Albert E. Osborne, x and 288 pp., Drawings and Index. 
Underwood & Underwood, New York, 1909. $1. The author describes various 
kinds of pictures and explains, with the aid of diagrams, the stereograph and 
stereoscope, reaching the conclusion that they are preeminently adapted to give the 
same sense of solidity, depth and space that we feel when locking at an actual 
scene. Among the helps in using stereographs are maps showing the actual area 
revealed by the picture. With such helps, the pictures and the stereoscope in 
which they are shown may be made, in their educational results, an effective, if 
not wholly adequate substitute for travel. 



